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and with a moderate voice corrects him when
wrong, or assists his recollection when he for-
gets the next sentence. A Prompter, then,
says but little, but that little is very neces-
sary, and often does much good. He helps
the actors on the stage at a dead lift, and
enables them to go forward with spirit and
propriety. The writer of this little book
took it into his head to prompt the numer-
ous actors upon the great theatre of life;
and he sincerely believes that his only mo-
tive was to do good. He cast about to find
the method of writing calculated to do the
most general good. He wanted to whip
vice and folly out of the country; he
thought of ' Hudibras' and ' McFingal,'
and pondered well whether he should at-
tempt the masterly style of those writings.
He found this would not do, for, like most
modern rhymers, he is no poet, and he aL
ways makes bungling work at imitation.

" The Prompter thought of the grave dic-
tion of sober, moral writers, and the pom-
pous, flowing style of modern historians.
Fame began now to prick up his vanity to
try an imitation of the great Dr. Robert-
son, Dr. Johnson, and Mr. Gibbon, those